
           Dear Friends,  
           We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!     

 
2015 was another amazing and rewarding year, but also with 
some very sad losses. Early in the year Joel and I spent quite 
a bit of time in Wellington, Florida. I did several Youth 
oriented clinics, including teaching at the Robert Dover 
Horsemastership clinic as well as a Ride-a-test-clinic for 
USEF Youth. I absolutely love working with the Youth and 
Joel and I both enjoy spending time in Wellington. During 
that time Joel was busy coaching the US polo team in 
preparation for the FIP World Polo Championship in 
Santiago, Chile. March 20th we left with the team to go to the 
World Championship. They did an amazing job finishing 

with the silver, hard fought in overtime against Chile. While Joel was busy coaching his team, I did half day 
clinics at different facilities around Santiago, including The Mounted Police Academy, The University and 
the Riding club in the middle of town. So very interesting to teach around the world. Joel really enjoyed 
working with his team and was devastated when one of his players Will Tankard was tragically killed in a 
trailer accident, just a few months after the Championship. Will was one of the nicest guys ever, with most 
of his life ahead of him at only 30 years old. Such a terrible loss.  
 
 
In April the Dressage World Cup was held in Las Vegas. Jan 
Ebeling and I were asked to do a Pas De Deux, as part of the 
entertainment. We chose to do a "Grease Medley" routine and 
had so much fun. I was dressed up like Olivia Newton John 
(bad Sandy) and Jan like John Travolta (Johnny). I rode my 
mare Chanel and Jan rode Ann Romney's gelding Darling. 
Both horses were absolute saints, so Jan and I could just have 
fun with it. I have gotten to know Olivia since she lives in our 
Valley. I was very excited, when she told me she was going to 
show a clip of video, during her show in Vegas.  
 
In May I went to Denmark, to celebrate my mom's 90'th 
birthday and my sister and her husband's 50th Anniversary. It 
was great to see my wonderful family and be part of both 
celebrations. Picture shows four generations.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



While I was in Denmark, I couldn't help myself and 
had to go look at a horse my friend Jeannie 
Rasmussen had picked out. It turned out to be love 
at first ride. I really had no intention of buying a 
horse, as I already have my wonderful mare Chanel, 
not to mention I am traveling all the time. The "life 
is short" argument won out and I bought Hamilton. 
He is a very special horse. On my way back home 
from Denmark I went via Dubai to Melbourne to 
judge CDI . I am not judging as much any more due 
to my coaching position and the conflict of interest 
it can create.  In order to keep my  judges license I 
need to judge shows on other continents.  

 
 
In July I went to the European Championship in Aachen, 
Germany as chaperone for a group of four exceptional girls. 
They were selected and sponsored by the Dressage Foundation to 
go on this very special trip. Part of my job, was to set up 
meetings with some of  the most respected trainers, riders and 
judges in the world. Tough job :). It was a trip of a lifetime for all 
of us. Thank you so much to all of you, who took the time to 
speak with us.  
 

Polo continues to be a huge 
part of Joel's daily life and 
he still loves to play the 
horses he has bred, raised and trained himself. He is very proud that 
his stallion Morning Star is the father of Chocolate, the horse that won 
Best playing American bred horse in the Argentine Open this year. 
 
In October my beloved 
Olympic horse Monsieur 
passed away at 35 years 
old. I feel very blessed to 
have had him for so many 
years and thank Joel for 

helping me buy him at 16 to make sure we could give him a 
great retirement. I will be forever grateful for all the incredible 
memories this horse gave me as well as character building 
experiences :).  
 
In November we went to Costa Rica. I had been asked to judge 
and teach a clinic and it was a good excuse to visit our great 
friends Isabela and Francisco Escobar. We had a wonderful 
time and did have a chance to go to the beach.  



 
During the year I taught  a series of Youth clinics 
across the country for California Dressage Society, 
United States Dressage Federation and for United 
States Equestrian Federation as US Assistant Youth 
Coach. The most rewarding thing I have ever done.  I 
was also available for coaching at the North 
American Championship for Juniors and Young 
Riders. Joel and I both feel that coaching Youth is 
incredibly rewarding and a natural next step for us. 
We still love to ride and train the horses, but don't 
need the serious competition any more.  
 
 
 
 
 

Joel is still working as a financial advisor and his unique investment 
process has always been supported by Frontier Asset Management.  
Earlier this year Frontier was named 2015 Strategist of the Year by 
Investment Advisor magazine and Envestnet|PNC.  Joel is  honored 
to have Frontier on his team and appreciates both their long 
performance track record and their ability to provide attractive and 
consistent returns for clients. 
�
In addition to riding, we try to stay in shape by playing tennis 
(doubles) almost every evening with friends. Both of us have 
installed standing desks for our computers, so no more 
slouching for hours. I do pilates and ballroom dancing when I 
can find the time. I think they are both helpful as core work.  
 
Joel and I are as always incredible thankful for living a life full 
of passion for our horses and the sports we are involved in. We 
have both been in our respective sports for over 30 years and 
that means we have friends all over the world. We treasure 
your friendships and think of  many of you as family. Joel and I 
don't have any biological children, but have raised two foster 
kids and mentored many. Most are grown now, but keep in 
touch and 12 year old Aiden is a constant source of joy. He 
absolutely love the horses and is with us, as much as school 
allows.  
 
 
 
                                Love and peace,  
 
                                 Charlotte & Joel 


